29 November 198), 


To: File 


From: Bruce Berney, Library Director 


I have skimmed through the four volumes of Capt, Hiram Brown's diary, 
and have written down most of the items of interest other than his and 
his family's regular goings and comings, 


One should still read the introduction at the beginning of Vol, I, notes at 
the end of each year, and conclusion of Vol, IV, as well as the entries 
themselves, as I did not copy all of them as written, 


It might be well to ‘note that Capt, Brown used a code system in his diary 
to record visits to women friends in Portland and along the river, The 
editor, Joseph Schiwek, Jr., told me in 1973 that he chose not to include 
these in the typescript, 


Hiram Brown Diary 


a 1855 Mentions Adam Van Dusen; Charles Stevens, Esther (Bozn 9/22/1839) 
Married Esther Stevens on Sunday, Oct, 12, 1856, 
Speaks of Capt, Flavel's boat Halcyon 


1857 Mentions Welch's 
July 1). Annie was born (name of his first wife) 
July 23 Lt. W.T, Welker & Miss Katy Adair married 


1858 Lost 


1859 May 11. Military Road commenced 
May 1). Hopkins & Lamley building chimney 


1860 Feb 3, Horace Brown is his son by first wife 
12/2), Mary Durfee may be first wife's sister 


1861 9/2 Moved the first load of goods to the Lower Town 
(This may have to do with moving nie Headeol he present 
location, Entries for 9/), to 9/7 are Moving goods.) 
9/1 Mr. Stevens moved from Shoal Water (Bay) (Previously he had 
entries having to do with Esther going so and coming from 
Shoal Water Bay.) 
9/23 Horace commenced going to school at Lower Town 
10/10 Capt, George Staples shot (see note at end of year) 


2) 1862 2/15 Son Charles Brown born 
6/18 Mrs, Hodge & Mary Trenchard drowned (Mrs, Margaret Hodge) 
Mary Trenchard was a five-year old girl, 
7/31 Delivered soldiers to Alcatraz Island (during Civil War) 
9/2), Commenced at house preparing to move 
9/25 Took the chimney down 
9/26 Took Gellar walls down 
9/27 Moved to Old Store 
10/1), Work at moving House, Aiken, Douglass, Moffitt, Kilroy, Chance, 
Ferchan, Ramey Each 1 day 
10/15-29 (Daily references to house moving the house) 
11/8 Placed House and discharged men 
11/10 Building chimney 
1/) Went into House to Stay after Breakfast 


1863 hp George moved to Monts House 
)/29 Commenced laying Cellar wall 
5/15 Finished Cellar wall 
8/6 Finished mantles 
8/17 John Paul commenced board at Browns 
8/21 Hallock surveying 
12/19 Miller at Lodge and conduct unmasonic 
12/31 All of the family went to the Sanitary Ball but myself. 
See note on Capt. George Flavel at end of chapter 


oO 186), 3/28 At home, Sent $10 by H.L, Pike for 6 lights, Ground glass for 
side Lights to my door, 
),/19 Horace commenced at the shop of E,L. Jones & Co., Portland 
11/28 Wife interfered with my correcting Ida 


1865 1/19 H,L, Pike & Birnie Stevens worked 8 hours 


1865 2/10 Hubbard & G.W, Warren worked at Shed, Irv went after lumber at 
upper town, Munson moved out of Arno house, Norcross moved in (to Arno house), 
2/18 Birnie & Andersen worked at Sluicing 
3/17 Peter Shay died. 
3/28 John E, Paul commenced at Corbett's (He is mentioned several times 
earlier in this volume, but I didn't mention him before, ) 
),/15 News of Lincoln's death 


1866 5/1 Wrote to Steinway and Sons for information about pianos, 
5/ Frost this morning 
5/8 Annie commenced taking music lessons 
5/31 Cook & Logan commenced digging well (may have finished on Jun8 16) 


1867 10/6 Dr. Trenchard Died 
10/28 Ball at Meglers 


1868 2/7 Son George born (Died a few months later) : 
),/27 Annie commenced taking lessons of Miss beaky, Lehigh 
8/22 Work at grading; 
9/19 Dense smoke (He often mentions the smoke during summer & fall) 
11/29 Irv. Stevens married at Monticello 


1869 9/6 Annie commenced School at the Academy (Bishop Scott Academy) see note, 
12/12 Took Wood at Caples! 


1870 3/21 Sold my interest in the firm of Van Dussen & Brown, and firm dissolved 
6/19 At Portland, Sent a Chinaman to the Tannery and one to my house, 
6/29 Rixcharges Arrived at Astoria 3:30 a.m.; Discharged Chinaman 6:50 
7/5 Son Hiram Jr, born (see note at end of year ) 
8/12 Irv, daughter 3 p.m, 
12/21 Cyrus Olney died 


1871 2/20 St home, Shipped leather on Live Yankee, 10 rolls, 
3/il Munson went into Warnstaff house 
5/2 Arrived at Astoria 5 A.M, Commenced driving piles for wharf at Tannery, 
5/29 Mrs Baltes (?) commenced, 
6/21 At home, Engine arrived 
6/23 At home, Started the Engine in Tannery 
7/8 At home, Put up steam pipe at Tannery, 
11/20 First steamer landed at new wharf, 


1872 8/1) Irv son born 
8/15 At home, Finished oven, 
9/L Sunday Sept lst 1850, Twenty two years ago today I landed in Astoria 
12/22 Great fire at Portland (see note at end of chapter) 


1873 Wa H, Raymond moved into the Warnstaff House ‘ 
5/12 At home, Commenced filling back lot, Worked about 6 hours, put in 21 load 
6/9 Nickerson died 
6/20 Took on board 3800 cases Salmon (Many similar entries in volumes not noted 


here, ) 
7/29 At home, Went Blackberrying 
8/1), Went to Oregon City and back, Got Marlin Patent 


187), No entries 


1875 


1836 


1877 


1878 


1879 


1880 


1881 


H,S, Aiken died, Born 1818 
T/A Went to Sea Side House 
9/27 George W, Warren died 
11/L At home, Appear in County Court Estates Crosby & Aiken 
12/),H, Leinenweber drowned 
12/29 Annie Trenchard had a boy 


2/ In San Francisco, Left Annie at G, W, Humes 
))/19 


5/17 Chinaman commenced, 

6/1L At home, Chinaman commenced, 

7/25 Huncle Hop died, 

10/9 At home, Painting 

11/27 At Portland, Sent Duplicate for Land of J.F, Barrows to 
Oregon City by Mr, Jacohs, 

12-9 Collided with Shoo Fly in fog, (See note) 


1/22 Mary Hustler married 

2/21 Annie married 7/13 (see below) 

8/10 Teamster commenced boarding at Mrs. Daggets 

10/31 At home, Hauled $ day, Commenced hauling dirt for Catholic Church 

11/8 Grammar School burned, (In Portland) 

11/10 Ida returned from S,F, and Chas from Portland 

7/13 At home, Robert Hamilton agrees to grade East of lot 12 Block 18 for 
One hundred and twenty dollars, Franklin ceiling & Front of Store 100, 


2/9 Father died in Illinois 

7/7 Jerome Weyl drowned 

8/13 Sold Lot 12, Block 116 to Chas Stevens 

9/21 Chas went to Portland to enter the Grammer School (Bishop Scott Academy) 


3/27 Mrs, B went to SF 

8/8 Put calf in Shively's pasture 

8/9 Lee chinaman commenced, 

9/1 Leinenweber returned from SF 

10/1 G,W, Weidler & Hattie Bacon married 

10/1), Gen, Grant arrived, Case & Mrs, Warren married (See note) 
11/11 Annie went to Portland 


2/9 Probate court 
3/6 Mrs, Powers had her foot amputated 
),/22 Fishermen strike ended 
26 Making fence, Family moved in Aiken house 
10/19 Pictures taken (at Portland) 
10/30 Ida sailed for China on"flden Besse" 
11/6 Gave Robb & Fulton deed from A, Hayes & wife to send to Placerville 
California for certificate of county clerk . 
11/19 Leinenweber went to S.F, 
12/1) 57 years old today, 


1/13 Took charge of Gem Saloon (Portland), time to commence on the 15th, 
2/28 Collided with Clatsop Chief, },; men drowned 

5/5 W.J, Strong & Esther Holden married 

7/2); Ida deserted her home and married Jo Thomas 

11/12 Leased Tannery to A,A, Cohn 


1882 


1883 


188), 


1885 


1886 


1887 


1888 


1/ 


Bought A,A, Cohn's interest in the Tannery 


2/6 Chas commenced at Commercial College 
),/22 Ida birthday *~ 


9/20 


Portland, Earthquake at 10:})8 p.m, 

Mrs, Case died 

Chinaman commenced 

Chinaman "Sing" commenced }; p.m. $5.00 per week 

32 years today left SF for Oregon on Steamer California 
Purchased tideland in Tillamook for B & Co, 


11/22 James McGill died, 
11/28 Dr, Crang commenced visits (for shingles) 
12/21 Sent R.H. Espy $7.50 for redemption of Chinook property for J.H.D, Gray 


3/8 Let contract for building next to book store 
7/2 Fire in Astoria burned saw mill and 0 R & N Co. dock and many other bldgs, 


7/2 
8/17 
9/10 


6 . 
oe 


Case married 
Sold Lot 3, Blk 12 to Weiman 
Annie started for the East 


Settled with Annie for board to date 
Paid for license for Capt, Lathan & J.M, Larsen, Engineer A,B, Field 


- 9/6 Annie went to Portland to meet Clara Lionberger 


10/22 Bill Raymond moved to Irv Stevens Place from Youngs Bay place, 


19/9 
1/16 


and Albert Ahl moved in same 
Brenham Van Dusen married 


Delivered keys of Youngs River House to Rowland 


5/29 Irving Stevens Died, Born March 15, 1838 (See note) 
(Family often goes to Tillamook during this period, ) 
12/12 Taxes Pacific County, W.T, 


/18 
Ve 


Man moved into Warnstaff House 
Fire at Stevens House 


10/23 Article in Mercury 


7/16 


Sold Lots 1& 2, Block 199 in Portland 


8/2 May Leinenweber died 
10/26 Mrs, Stevens died 
11/20 Mrs, Weiman note, Interest due 


6/. Saw Annie Hume 
T/A Mrs, Brown, Annie & Sarah went to Tillamook, Esther went home 


9/2), 


They came home 


10/20 Ida, Esther, & Fanny came from Nestucca & Tillamook 


12/8 


Leinenweber left Portland for Germany 


1889 3/15 C, Leinenweber died 1:)/5 a.m, 
5/27 Ida & children came 
12/6 Several persons building on lots 1,2, Sec 173 N9W, Sent Money Order 
$326 to Matt Brown 
12/16 Vancouver for Taxes 
12/23 Sold old mill property 


1890 1/11 WW Belcher died 

1/27 Esther Thomas died 

2/8 C, Buchter committed suicide 

2/27 At home, Bonded Cannery property 

)/6 Moses Rogers died aged 72 years 

S/1l 5) years ago this day started from Greenwood, Stevens County, 
New York for Missouri, 

s/h Left Portland on train bound for East (see next days for trip) 

6/7 At LaCrosse, Wisconsin, Met Brother Sherman 

8/1), Near Chicago - visited relatives of Charles Stevens 

8/30 Forty-four years ago today I was married to Anna Durfee at Quincy, Ill, 


1891 2/9 Gave Anna Lots 11 & 12, Block 18 
2/13 At S,F, Called on Gov, Perkins 
5/18 At S,F, Earthquake 
July - November - another trip to East 
12/1) 68 years old today 


1892 2/2 Bought block 22 in Greenwood Cemetery 
2/3 At home, Earthquake 8:27 p.m, 
ah, Gave note to W,E, DeMent for Rail Road Subsidy 
)/12 T.H, Leinenweber died 
)/21 Al Johnson died 
5/7 A. Knapp died 
5/23 Repaired water pipe to Page House 593 Wall St, and turned water on, 
5/31 H.G, Van Dusen moved into the Page House 
ah Henry Leinenweber drowned 
7/2 Page returned with his prother L.R, Page (Major) of Richmond VA 
7/7 92 years ago this day my Father was born in Cayuga Co, N.Y, 
8/25 At S.F, Called on Mrs, Page 
10/12 36 years ago today married Esther Stevens at Tongue Point 


1893 1/12 70 years ago today, Father and Mother were married at Kings Ferry, 
Cayuga Co, N.Y. 
l/ JM, Shively died, aged 89 years 2 days 
A Capt. George Flavel died 10:30 p.m, 
7/17 CH Page left for Chicago until 8/2), 
7/31 Case's bank closed (see note) 


189); no entries 


1895 3/3 I.W. Case died 
9/22 Mrs, Brown's birthday - 56 years old 
Al5 Settled with C.H, Page 
11/23 Mitchell and Ida Married 


1896 1/2), Annie divorced 


e/ll Mrs, Nancy Welch died, aged 78 

2/13 M,C, Crosby died, Born 3/21/18)1 

3/ 1 Letter from/ and wrote to Houston 

wh Page house raised, Ida moved into the new house, 

6/10 Worknen repairing house corner Franklin & lth Streets 
6/16 State Militia arrived at Astoria this morning 

7/30 Cleaning up yard at corner house 

3/4 7? years ago my wife Annie Durfee died at Quincy, I11, 
8/21 Made will, 

8/23 First passenger train from Astoria to Seaside 

8/2), Moved to Annies (He was sick) 

9/2 Italians hauled in 8 loads dirt 

9/9 Finished grading yard 

9/17 Sowed grass seed 

10/3 CH Page left for the East until 11/27 

12/6 John Hobson died Aged 72 years 

12/1) 73 years old today 


Hiram M, Brown, December 1), 1823 to March 9, 1898 


Esther A, Brown, September 22, 1839 to April 30, 1901 
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0 Tenth Street 
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19 December 8), 


C, Robert Barnum , 
The Barnum Foundation 

P.O, Box 73 

Eureka CA 95501 


Dear Mr, Barnum: 


My friend Louis Flannery of the Oregon Historical Society gave me your 
address so that I might seek your permission to read the diaries and the 
unexpurgated transcription by Joe Schiwek of the Capt, Hiram Brown diaries, 


By way of introduction, I moved to Astoria in 1967 after having purchased 

the C,H, Page House, My mother and I very successfully rehabilitated the 

house, and it is now one of the most photographed of the historic houses 

in Astoria, Several years later, the Charles Stevens home across the street 

was a den of hippies and the noise would keep my mother from sleeping on 

many nights, so I made an offer on the house which was successful, and the 
‘2 hippies moved to the country, I spent four years restoring this gem, and 

now is being rented by my wife's best friend (Think I have a chance of raising 

. the rent???), 


Last month I wrote National Register of Historic Places applications for 

. both of the houses, I have written two applications previously for other 

! structures (The Uppertown Fire Station, and The Soldiers Monument) which 

! passed, and I am confident that these are convincing and will quickly 
pass, In doing the research, I did a complete reading of Joseph Schiwek's 
four-volume expurgated edition of Capt. Brown's diaries which we have here 
at this library (I spent a day hosting Joe when he was on the project.), 
I found several facts which were important for the application, particularly 
the exact date that Hustler G, Van Dusen moved in, and possibly dates of 
renovation , 


Now I am enthusiastic about two projects---(1) Including the Hiram Brown 
genealogy in our files here at the library,and, (2) Writing a biography about 
Capt, Brown for Cumtux, the quarterly of the Clatsop County Historical 
Society (The name means "knowledge" in Chinook jargon.). 


The first is something I would need to rely on you almost totally, at least 
for the descendants, If you have not made a stady of Hiram's ancestors, I 
could possibly have our local genealogy committee do that, as our collection 
is strong in New York materials, 


‘.) My research for my article would be based on the diaries and the newspaper 
index which is another of my library projects.(See enclosed pamphlet), 
It would also include photographs of the Capt, Hiram Brown house and interviews 
with survivors who have lived there, 


Since by writing the article, I will be putting myself forward as an 
authority of Capt, Brown, For that reason, I feel that it is important 
for me to have access to the Oregon Historical Society manuscripts, 

Of course, I will respect the reason they are restricted, 


I wonder, too, if you have additional photographs of the family, and do 
you know any of the particulars about Mr, and Mrs, Page's divorce? It 
is noteworthy that Capt, Brown seemed to continue his friendship with 
Page afterwards, I am sure I'll have many more questions once I get 
into it! 


I am also enclosing an article I did for Cumtux in 1981, so you can get 
a better idea about my style and the format of the magazine, I am also 
on the board of the Clatsop County Historical Society and secretary of 
the City of Astoria Historical Buildings and Sites Commission, My 
extracurricular life is pretty involved with local history, 


Sincerely, 


Bruce R, Berney 
Library Director 


Encl: 1, Newspaper index pamphlet 
2, Cumtux article, Vol, I, No. 3, pp. 2))-28 
3. Architecture Oregon Style, p. 61 


OREGON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


1230 S.W. Park Avenue 
(503) 222-1741 


Portland, Oregon 97205 
Cable: Histore 


December 10, 1984 


Mr. Bruce Berney 

Library Director 

Astoria Public Library 

450 Tenth Street 

Astoria, Oregon 97103-4699 


Dear Bruce: 


Regarding Capt. Hiram Brown diaries (Mss. 370), yes, we have the 
original diaries and I feel quite certain that the Barnum Foun- 
dation will grant you permission to use the diaries and/or the un- 
expurgated transcription by Joe Schiwek. 


The restriction was placed on the Collection by C. Robert Barnum, 
The Barnum Foundation, P.O. Box 73, Eureka, California 95501. 


‘-) The restriction basically obligates the Society to "restrict the 
collection from the curious and muckrakers". Are you one of those? 
Ho! Ho! 


When the Barnum Foundation donated the diaries and asked us to decipher 
the code used by Captain Brown in the diaries, Mr. Barnum requested that 
the more salty or salacious parts be omitted from the transcription | 
copies which we were preparing for Mr. Barnum and other family memébers. 
Capt. Brown was a married man but had several lady friends whom he 

saw on his many trips to and from Astoria to Portland via the Colum- 
bia River. Most of what is coded in the diaries has to do with Capt. 
Brown's lady friends, a few money transactions or business dealings 
about which the Captain obviously didn't want his wife to learn. 


There are 40 years of diaries. We have 38 years here. The two missing 
from our collection are years 1858 and 1874. We learned from Rolf 

Klep that in 1962 a Vernonia lady, Mrs. William Pringle, donated the 
1858 diary along with some other Brown papers to the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum. The 1874 diary apparently is lost. Should it surface 
we would very much like to know its whereabouts. 


I see no problem with your inspecting the diaries which we have but 
would feel better about it if you would first contact the Barnum Found- 
ation and explain your reasons for doing so. I think they will be 
most amiable once they learn of your motives. You may remind them that 
you own the C.H. Page House and the National Register application. 

=) I believe Joe and/oRI told Barnum about your owning the house but he 


With which are now incorporated The Battleship Oregon Museum, North Pacific (Irkutsk) Archival Research Group, 
Northwest Conservation Center, Oregon Geographic Names Board, Oregon Landmarks Committee, 
Oregon Lewis and Clark Heritage Foundation 


Mr. Bruce Berney 
December 10, 1984 
page two 


will be pleased about the application. You will also find, I believe, 
that Mr. Barnum will be pleased to furnish you with family genealogy. 
I am quite certain he has much of that well mapped out. 


Best of luck. Keep us posted and let us know when you will be coming 
to view the diaries. 


Have a good holiday season! 
Sincerely, 


—— 


Louis Flannery 
Chief Librarian 
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